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Sunset Home Therapy Dogs

Meet the two newest staff members

This brother/sister duo known as Fowler and Juliet
will be providing comfort and smiles to our residents

during the week.

Therapy animals have been known to lower blood
pressure, release calming endorphines, combat depres-
sion, and much more.

Stop by Sunset Home during the week to say hello!
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Message ﬁfom the President

ﬂ lot has happened since the last Sunset News was published, so |
thought I would give you a state of LSM article this time.

Beginning in October of 2017, we have had census challenges in Sunset
Home. It is not unusual for our census to fluctuate but for it to go down and
stay low for months is unusual. During this same time, our census was also
low in Hospice and it had already been low for a while. Because census

does fluctuate, panic is not the first response and stay the course is. Of
course we look for areas to tighten our belt and reduce spending (although
we really watch that normally) where we can in all operations without compromising services. That
is just good business. And with all this going on, we were trying to get the Windmill Café up and
running.

For Sunset Home we have reduced overtime and done some additional marketing. Our census there
has spiked up in August, September and October so we will see where it goes from here.

For our Hospice Sunset program, an opportunity arose to partner with the Goodall-Witcher Home
Health Agency. That partnership began August 6. Our Hospice administrator now oversees both
programs saving both entities salary expense. We can share other staff when needed so it makes
both programs more efficient in the use of our staff time. Hospice Sunset moved and is now located
in the Clifton Medical Clinic. We do save some additional funds on rent and utilities. And our
census has increased to a profitable level.

In evaluating other operations and options to cut losses, it became apparent that Windmill Cafe was
not working out as planned and needed to be closed. Although the food was good and we had a
loyal customer base, we did not have enough customers and we had been unable to open for the
evening meal. So the tough decision to close it was made.

On the horizon, we will be adding a larger rehab space to Sunset Home. We received a very
generous gift from the J.B. Darden Estate dedicated to rehab due to his positive rehab experience
with us. This gift will cover most of the cost of construction. The larger rehab area will allow us to
have more equipment and offer the local community overnight accommodations dedicated only to
short-term rehab patients. Construction should begin in the next few weeks.

That is the update for now. Please continue to keep LSM in your thoughts and prayers as we seek to

serve those who need our services. _
“vdney Cueter, CEO/president

ur very own Hazel
Adams, Rainbow Retirement
Communty resident, turned
100 years young this June!
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7n June, Hospice Sunset
team members stopped by
Rainbow Retirement to
accept a donation of
hand-tied throws. With
funds from a Thrivent
Action Team, the residents
were able to purchase
materials and make these

: (Back, left to right: Rainbow residents Alice Pederson, Stella
'[hI’QWS for H(.)Splce Sunset Nazimek, Ann Erickson, Martha Swenson, Ann Thomas,
to give to patients. Then, Rayola Stanford and Pernie Stanford) (Front row: Hospice
LSM Campus Pastor Sunset team members).
Dave Anfenson helped bless
the blankets. .
LSM Community Pet Show

‘ 7n June, Lutheran Sunset Minis-
tries hosted a Community Pet
‘ Show in the Health Center. Staff
and members of the community
brought their furry friends in to
show off their talents, including
categories such as best trick,
cutest dog and most unique
animal, just to name a few. A
fun time was had by all! And we
had some of the best judges
around ... our residents!
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