
For the first time in two years, Santa was back at Sunset for Christmas! He went room to 
room, spreading lots of Christmas cheer as he delivered presents. 

“The residents always love having Santa visit,” said Sunset Home Administrator Lance 
Allen. “Faces lit up when they saw him and it was a really fun day for everyone involved.“

Santa, assisted by our incredible activities team who were decked head to toe in festive 
outfits, visited each resident and delivered personalized presents. Some favorites were 
warm blankets, fluffy robes and new socks.

There’s nothing quite like the joy of Christmastime at Sunset! See more photos from 
Santa’s visit on page 3.
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Santa personally delivered presents to all of the residents at the Sunset Home and Hope Center to celebrate Christmas.
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Rodney Rueter, CEO/President

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Here we are, beginning year three of the “new normal” living with COVID. It 
has been quite a ride since March 2020. I know we are all tired of it, but it is still 
here and we are adjusting. Omicron has had its run through the state of Texas, 
Bosque County, Clifton and LSM and we are now on the downhill side of it.
 
Due to all the precautions, only staff members have been sick with the Omicron version of COVID so far in 
Sunset Home and Heckmann Assisted Living. Thanks to the precautions taken by Lance Allen and his team 
at Sunset Home and Sabreena Geeslin and her team at Heckmann Assisted Living, neither of those residen-
tial programs has had a resident case of COVID. Rainbow Retirement has had a handful of resident cases, 
but those residents are out and about in the community so there’s not a lot we can do to prevent infection 
except to encourage safe behavior when they go out or have visitors come to their apartments. Our staff are 
doing great things!

On a different note, I am pleased to let you know that last year LSM acquired more land along Avenue Q 
here in Clifton next to land we already owned, with the intent to add housing to our independent living 
program. We are in the process of getting the land that is not already in the city limits annexed. We have al-
ready met with the city to discuss water and sewer capacities for the additional housing and there is ample 
capacity available. We will be adding one- and two-bedroom single family homes and as well as some du-
plex housing. The annexation should be completed in February and then the civil engineering and geotech 
work can start so we can plat the property to get approved by the City of Clifton. Then, financing has to be 
in place, plans drawn and construction started. While that was quick to write, it will take some time to get 
done! 

I know LSM has benefited from your prayers and support as we have navigated these turbulent times. Plea-
se continue to pray for us as we begin to recover from the impact of COVID and as we make new plans! As 
you pray, please ask God to send us more staff, as well as residents, so we can get back to a good financial 
footing. 

Message from the President
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Santa Visit

Our amazing Pot O’ Gold team was 
honored at the Bosque County 
Volunteer Banquet as the 2021 
Outstanding Volunteer - Civic 

Organization and Community Service.

Rainbow resident Sue Fielden was also 
honored as 2021 Outstanding 
Volunteer - Volunteer Service.



We are thrilled to introduce Sabreena Geeslin as our new assisted living 
director! Sabreena is from Crawford and she has been a nurse for 16 
years. She has worked in an assisted living setting for 12 years, and she 
joined the Lutheran Sunset Ministries team in November.

“Growing up, I never would have thought working with the senior 
population would be my calling, but look at me now!” she said.

One of Sabreena’s favorite things is hearing all of the stories and wis-
dom her residents have to share, and she also enjoys making a differen-
ce in the lives of residents and working with their families. 

“Everyone has been so nice and welcoming,” she said. “I like to see happy faces, and if I’m able to help 
put a smile there, even better!”

Lutheran Sunset Ministries is the perfect fit for Sabreena because she wanted to be part of a small-knit 
community, not part of a big corporation that had forgotten what this field is all about: taking care of 
the elderly. 

“We are so glad to have Sabreena on board and we are excited to see her vision for Heckmann Assisted 
Living come to fruition,” said LSM President Rodney Rueter.

In her spare time, Sabreena enjoys spending time with her three children, enjoying nature through 
outdoor activities and taking road trips.
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Sunset Spotlight
Heckmann Assisted Living Director Sabreena Geeslin

During our Veteran’s Day 
Program, we honored 

those who have served 
our country.
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Everything that we have is a gift that God places in our care. 
We each have the privilege, responsibility and joy of being a 
steward, of caring for loved ones, for God’s creation, and also 
creating gifts for Christian ministry. 

As you plan your own legacy that will reflect your faith and va-
lues, the Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest (LFSW) is here 
to assist you. We are here to help you care for your family and 
benefit Lutheran Sunset Ministries, as well as your other favorite 
community and other non-profit organizations.

Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest provides comprehensive 
gift planning and management, personalized to your goals and 

your unique family and financial situation. The gifts the foundation receives and stewards are on behalf of 
other ministries.

Pictured above is Morgan Schmidlin (center), Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest gift planner, with 
Michael Hecker (right), accounting controller at Lutheran Sunset Ministries and LSM trustee on the 
foundation’s board, and Rodney Rueter (left), president and chief executive officer of Lutheran Sunset 

Ministries, presenting the annual distribution check 
of $183,350.99 from endowment fund distributions. 
These annual distributions are made possible by those 
who have gone before us who made legacy plans 
through the foundation that include LSM.

For more information about the services the foundation offers or more information on how to begin lega-
cy planning, please reach out to Morgan Schmidlin at 440-785-3363 or mschmidlin@lfsw.org.

“Everything that we have 
is a gift God places in our 
care.”

LSM Food Drive Results
1st place: Administration 
235.4 lbs total, 21.4 lbs per employee

2nd place: Activities  
81.6 lbs total,  20.4 lbs per employee

3rd place: Rainbow Residents 
286.8 lbs total, 5.27 lbs per resident

Planning Your Legacy

858.60
total pounds of 
food donated

by Morgan Schmidlin
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Thanks to generous donors, Lutheran Sunset Ministries is able to provide Christ-centered care based on 
Christian values. The following gifts were given between  October 1, 2021 and December  31, 2021.

Friends of LSM

BONNIE BELL
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Dave 
Anfenson, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clifton. 

LENORA BLACKMAN
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Dave 
Anfenson, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clifton; 

Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Clifton.
PAULA BOYKIN

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Dave 
Anfenson, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clifton. 

BETTY ALEXANDER
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
LARRY ANDERSON

Gerry & Cindy Thies, Clifton.
PENNY BLUE

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

JEANNIE BRADLEY
Mildred Van Winkle, Dallas. 

DOROTHY ANN BROWN
Therissa Young, Clifton; Rosemary Fiel-

der, Waco; Rita Majors, Rosenburg.
KATHY CARPENTER

Vikki Moorsse, Clifton; Rodney & Melanie 
Rueter, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave 

Anfenson, Clifton; Pat Mitchell, Clifton; 
BC & Leslie Bennett, Clifton. 

ETTA & KAREN CARTER
Angie & Gary Carter, Waco. 

ANNA CLARK
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
MR. & MRS. ENNIS COLWICK

Wayne Rohne, Arlington. 
DENNIS CONANT

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

LORETTA CRAWFORD
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
JEROME DAVID

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

GUY DICKSON
Guy R Hail, Denton. 

GEORGIE EBERHARDT
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
JOHN FAIR

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

RAY FRY
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
The Quentin Fry Family, Montpelier OH. 

JAMES GABLE
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
REV. CAL GOERDEL

Charles & Anna Marie Lindley, Clifton; 
Becky, David, & Beth Lammert, Belton; 
Dwight Anderson, Fort Wayne; Bob & 
Jennifer Lambert, Argyle; Rodney & 

Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clif-
ton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; Rev. Melvin 

& Hattie Hammer, Cedar Hill; Punky & 
Wally Penberthy, Clifton; Bill & Susan 

Williams, Meridian; Sandra Windsor, Clif-
ton; Joyalyn Gray, Temple; Robert & Ollie 

Evinger, Clifton; Carla Lynn, Arlington; 
Virginia & Aubrey Richards, Clifton; Joyce 

Symank, Valley Mills; Patricia Fergu-

son, China Spring; Pastor Paul & JoAnn 
Krupicka, Waco; Pam & Larry Eilers, 

Hamilton; Phyllis Gamble & Mechelle 
Slaughter, Clifton; Milton & Karen Will-

man, Clifton; Darlene Hall, Clifton; Arlene 
Benn, Smith Center KS; Susan Godwin, 

Irving; Ronald & Alberta Birk, Mason; 
Lori & Thomas Beers, Crawford; Niels & 

Karen Bentsen, Meridian; The Mary Berg-
man Family, Gatesville; Gerald Nelson, 

Cranfills Gap; Lorine L. Peters, Cedar Hill; 
Jim & Penny Level, Fort Worth; David 
Kuhlmann, Rowlett; Mr. & Mrs. Bryan 

Davis, Clifton; Candace & Fred Bleeke, 
Walburg; Lorna Fosth, Bellevue WA; 

BC & Leslie Bennett, Clifton; Rosemary 
Fielder, Waco; Paul & Karen Kuhlmann, 

Westminster CO. 
TURNER & OLLIE MAE 

GREENWADE
Sally & Ron Bates, San Antonio; Donna & 

Vic Barranco, Liberty. 
IRENE GUSTAFSON

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

CHARLES HARTLEY
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
CHESTER HASCHKE

Mrs. Chester Haschke, Dallas. 
LEWIS HUMPHREYS

Evelyn Humphreys, Clifton. 
WALTER JARVIS

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

PASTOR ALLEN JOHANNES
Therissa Young, Clifton; Laura Vaughan, 

Clifton. 
PAUL & ZONA KUNKEL

Larry & Carolyn Kunkel, Comanche. 

Memorial Gifts
All memorials, whether 

directed or not, go to the care 
and services provided. The 

residents served going forward 
are blessed by your 

thoughtfulness.



ELIZABETH LEDET
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
FRANCES LINTON

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

LOVED ONES
Charles & Helen Conrad, Mansfield. 

MARY ORBECK
Gerald Nelson, Cranfills Gap. 

MALLA PEDERSON
Chris & Megan Belknap, Frisco. 

DIANE THORPE
Frieda Chyn, Allen. 
RICE RANSOM

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

BECKY REESE
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
MR. & MRS. P.B. ROHNE

Wayne Rohne, Arlington. 
NADINE RUETER
Calvin Rueter, Clifton. 
ANDREW SANTOS

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
BODO & HERTHA SCHROEDER

Mildred Van Winkle, Dallas. 
CONNIE O. SMITH

Gerry & Cindy Thies, Clifton. 
ADA STAPP  

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

DONALD STENMARK
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
KEN SURLEY 

Mel & Hattie Hammer, Cedar Hill.
 PAT SURLEY

Mel & Hattie Hammer, Cedar Hill; Mil-
dred Van Winkle, Dallas. 

TED SWIFT
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 
FRANCES TARLETON

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

ORIET & BILL THOMPSON
Rosemary Fielder, Waco. 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL

Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 
Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton.

BC & LESLIE BENNETT
By: Vickie & John Mitchell, Clifton. 

HELEN GOERDEL
By: David Kuhlmann, Rowlett. 

MAY HARDWICK
By: James & Pat Davis, Burleson. 

STEVE & KATHY HARR
By: Vickie & John Mitchell, Clifton. 

JOYCE HECKMANN
By: Jean & Bill Frazer, Houston. 
RODNEY & SANDRA JOY

By: Vickie & John Mitchell, Clifton. 
LSM STAFF

By: Calvin Rueter, Clifton. 
MICHELLE LUECK

By: William & Nancy Burnett, Clifton. 
MAINTENANCE STAFF AT LSM
By: William & Nancy Burnett, Clifton. 
SCOTT & CYNTHIA MCAFEE
By: John & Vickie Mitchell, Clifton. 

LEAH MILES
By: William & Nancy Burnett, Clifton. 

JUANA NIETO
By: William & Nancy Burnett, Clifton. 
MARVIN & CHRISTINE REICH

By: Gene & Linda Miller, McGregor. 
ALMA THIELE

By: William & Nancy Burnett, Clifton. 
TODD & DEE ANNA WALKER
By: Vickie & John Mitchell, Clifton. 

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, 
Cameron

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Blue, Clifton
Calvary Lutheran Church, Richland Hills

Central Lutheran Church, Dallas
Christ Lutheran Church, Dallas

Mrs. Edna Dietrich, Waco
Mr. John Erickson, Clifton

First Lutheran Church, Temple
First Presbyterian Church, Clifton

Good News Ministries, Midland
Col. & Mrs. Jimmie Hanes Jr., Crawford

Mrs. Adele Hanus, Waco
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Heinley, Clifton

Mr. & Mrs. John Hoff, Clifton
Mr. Todd Jermstad, Austin

Pastor & Mrs. Paul Krupicka, Waco
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kucera, West

Mr. Gerald Nelson, Cranfills Gap
Oslo Lutheran Church, Gruver

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Plemons, Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Elton Ramthun, Gatesville

Mr. Wayne Rohne, Arlington
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuetze, Waco

St. John Lutheran Church – Coryell, 
Gatesville

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Waco
St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Cranfills Gap

St. Olaf WELCA, Cranfills Gap
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Tart, Dallas

Trinity Lutheran Church, Clifton
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pottsville
Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Watson, Meridian

Mrs. Elaine Welgehausen, Fort Worth
Zion Lutheran Church, McGregor

Zion United Church, Clifton
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Honor Gifts
These gifts are given to honor 

and appreciate special people, 
events, celebrations and/or 
achievements. All gifts help 

provide care to those served 
by LSM.

General Gifts
All gifts help LSM in its work 

and mission. 



Official Publication of  
Lutheran Sunset Ministries

P. O. Box 71
Clifton, TX 76634 
254.675.8637

www.lutheransunset.org

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Lutheran Sunset Ministries is a not-for-
profit organization sponsoring programs 
of skilled nursing care, assisted living, 
retirement living, hospice services and 

companion services.
Sunset provides services to qualified indivi-
duals without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, disability, familal status, national ori-
gin or other protected statuses according 
to applicable federal and state law.
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