
Holiday season at Lutheran Sunset Ministries is one of our favorite times of the whole 
year! Starting off with Grandparents’ Day in the early fall (this year it was moved to Octo-
ber because it was still too hot for us to be outside in September) through the end of the 
year, all of the holidays bring so much joy to our residents and staff.

The fishing at Grandparents’ Day was worth the wait for the cooler weather, and 
Halloween brought lots of cute trick-or-treaters. We loved having the halls so full of fami-
ly and friends during our delicious Thanksgiving dinner (prepared by our talented dining 
services team). A special visit from Santa Claus, Christmas caroling with Clifton Elemen-
tary School students and a concert by the Meridian High School jazz band were just a few 
of the fun events that helped us get into the Christmas spirit.

Find photos from all of these fun holiday celebrations inside!
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Families gathered to share a Thanksgiving dinner, homemade by our dining services team.
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Message from the President
Have you heard the expression “give them their flowers”? It means to tell 
people what they mean to you, show them how much you appreciate them, 
before it’s too late. 

Late last year, our ministry partnered with Dash Media to help us tell the 
story of our residents and caregivers. As most everyone knows by now, the senior living industry 
received a bad black eye due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the pandemic, our caregi-
vers worked selflessly to serve those entrusted to our care and our residents were resilient during 
a tough time. 

The videos Dash Media has produced refocus attention to the stories of our residents and the re-
asons our caregivers do what they do. That has always been the real story. It got lost in the midst 
of the pandemic and we need to remind the world of the precious people who live and work in 
our ministry. The videos are 25-35 seconds long. In that short time, if you watch them, you will be 
moved and entertained by the experiences and wisdom of life lived.

It’s been moving to see the reaction to these stories, and see our staff and residents be given their 
flowers. Our stories are being shared. The world is learning about our residents and their stories 
as well as our caregivers and their stories. We have a ministry full of incredible people who are 
being recognized for their hard work, talent and outlook on life.

I hope you’ll join us in giving our staff and residents their flowers. Next time you’re in for a visit, 
let them know how much they’re appreciated. Or, go check out these videos online and leave a 
comment. It boosts all of our spirits more than you know!

Rodney Rueter, CEO/President

thanksgiving at LSM
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Grandparents’ Day

Thanks to you, we were voted

#1 Retirement Living
#1 Independent Senior Living

#1 Assisted Living
#1 Skilled nursing Care
#1 Senior Apartments

#1 Senior Services

by the 2023 Waco Tribune-Herald’s Readers’ Choice Awards!
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Sunset Spotlight
Celebrating Staff work Anniversaries
We are proud to have so many longserving team members. Here are the LSM staff who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries in 2023. 

15 years
Nancy Connors 

Nursing

20 years
Analyn Sanders

Nursing

25 years
Juana Nieto

Rainbow  Housekeeping

30 years
Mary Chenault
Housekeeping

10 years

5 years
Apolinar Rodriguez, Jr.
Brenda Olson
Felicia Bell
Amanda Toten

Jericho Berato
Michelle Lueck
Shannon Bible
Inez Sanchez

Deborah RodriguezCharly GonzalezCharlotte GaribayCharles Dowdy

Not pictured: Martha Ponce

Not pictured: Sharon Leigh, 15 years



SunSetnewS /  5 

““God makes the tree, and we take care of the rest.”

That’s how Rainbow resident Bill starts off a series of videos about 
his and fellow resident Charles’ hobby of making walking sticks. One 
of their videos was seen 38k times on Facebook! 

Our residents feel heard and valued when they are able to share their 
stories. Staff enjoy sharing their passion for taking care of seniors 
and celebrating their hard work. We are so excited for the world to 
hear these stories.

Capturing these special moments with 
our residents and staff on video and 
sharing them online means that family 
and friends get to enjoy stories they may 
not have heard before. On a video of her 

grandmother talking about her life mission to treat others with kind-
ness, one person wrote: “I’m SO grateful y’all did this!! I needed to see 
my Mamaw today.”

Technology not only bridges the gap across distances for family mem-
bers, but allows our residents to share their experiences to inspire 
others. From marriage advice, to funny anecdotes, to life lessons, 
there is so much knowledge to pass on. What a great way to share 
wisdom across generations!

You can find all of these stories, with more to come, by following us on Facebook, Instagram or 
TikTok: @LutheranSunsetMinistries.

A New Form of Storytelling

Christmas at LSM
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Thanks to generous donors, Lutheran Sunset Ministries is able to provide person-centered services 
based on Christian values. The following gifts were given between Sept. 1, 2023 and Dec. 31, 2023.

Friends of LSM

JOANN ABERCROMBIE
Danelle Davenport, Richardson; 
Larry & Sherry Schulze, Clifton; 

Charles & Anna Marie Lindley, Clifton; 
Ron & Donna Eberhardt, Coppell; Helen 

Robinson, Clifton; Rodney & Melanie 
Rueter, Clifton; Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave 
Anfenson, Clifton; Sam & Terri Wells, Clif-
ton; James & Rita Bowden, Cranfills Gap; 

Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Clifton; B.C. & 
Leslie Bennett, Clifton.

JIMMIE BACHHOFER
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

OLEE BAKKE
Steve & Virginia Heinley, Clifton. 

KAYE BREGAN
Tonya Wenner, Allen

CLARA DEE BRONSTAD
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
Aubrey & Virginia Richards, Clifton; Linda 

Braden, Midland

MARY BURNETT
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

ETTA CARTER
Angie & Gary Carter, Waco.

KAREN CARTER
Angie & Gary Carter, Waco.

JANE CLARK
Niels & Karen Bentsen, Meridian.

MR. & MRS. ENNIS
COLWICK

Wayne Rohne, Arlington. 

PAUL COTTON
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

RICHARD E. “GENE” 
DOUGLAS

Richard W. Douglas, Clifton; B.C. & Leslie 
Bennett, Clifton; Regina Meyer, Bedford; 
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

EDGAR DORMAN JR.
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

PERCY DOTSON
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

NELLIE ELWELL
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton.

ANN EREBIA
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton.

GENEVA FINSTAD
Niels & Karen Bentsen, Meridian.

DOROTHY GLENN
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

DIANNA GREEN
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton.

TURNER & OLLIE MAE 
GREENWADE

Vic & Donna Barranco, Liberty; Sally & 
Ron Bates, San Antonio.

NANCY HAENISCH
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Clifton. 

EVELYN HANES
Col. & Mrs. Hanes, Crawford. 

GINNY HAUGEN
Christabel Jorgenson, San Marcos. 

CALVERT HOEL
Col. & Mrs. Hanes, Crawford. 

EVA LENA HOEL
Col. & Mrs. Hanes, Crawford. 

JOANN HOEL
Col. & Mrs. Hanes, Crawford. 

GLENDALE JONES
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
B.C. & Leslie Bennett, Clifton. 

DR. ELMER KELSO
Anita Kelso & Scott Edson, Fort Worth.

ANNA KNIGHT
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

LOVED ONES
Charles & Helen Conrad, Mansfield. 

CLEVELAND MANGHAM
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

VELMA MANTOOTH
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

MARVIN MAREK
Rick & Frieda Marek, Austin.

BEULAH MCCARTNEY
Darlene & John Thomas, Clifton.

EMMA MCDOUGAL
Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Clifton. 

Memorial Gifts
All memorials, whether 

directed or not, go to the care 
and services provided. The 

residents served going forward 
are blessed by your 

thoughtfulness.



BECKY MCGALLIARD
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

ERNESTENE MILLER
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

STELLA NAZIMEK
McAfee Family Foundation, Clifton.

TOMMY NELSON
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

CHARLENE PARKS
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

WILLIAM POLLARD
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

RALPH RAY
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

MR. & MRS. P.B. ROHNE
Wayne Rohne, Arlington. 

NADINE RUETER
Calvin Rueter, Clifton. 

JAMES RUHMANN
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton. 

WILFORD SENN
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Clifton. 

SALTY SOLBERG
Judith Baker, Clifton; Albrecht’s Phar-
macy, Clifton; B.C. & Leslie Bennett, 

Clifton. 

BARBARA TATE
Frieda & Ted Chyn, Allen. 

DORIS THIELE
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; Lance 

Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, Clifton; 
Brenda & Dennis Cheyne, Clifton; Albre-

cht’s Pharmacy, Clifton. 

BILL & ORIET THOMPSON
Rosemary Fielder, Waco.

MARY TREADAWAY
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

DAVID VILLINES
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

SADIE WALLACE
Patricia & Larry Wallace, Magnolia. 

DAN WILLIS
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

LOUISE WILSON
Sandra & E.J. Belvin. Clifton; Patti Sylvia 
Westminster MA; Lynne Malone-Gross-
man; Lynn-Mary Dillon; Kelly Molony; 

Millie Bojovic.

WANDA WINTERS
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

JOAN WRIGHT
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

DAVID WYMER
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton.

KENNETH ZENKNER
Rodney & Melanie Rueter, Clifton; 

Lance Allen, Clifton; Dave Anfenson, 
Clifton. 

JOYCE HECKMANN
By: Jean & Bill Frazer, Houston. 

LSM STAFF
By: B.C. & Leslie Bennett, Clifton. 
RALPH AND WANDA RAY

By: Niels & Karen Bentsen, Meridian.

Dr. & Mrs. James Bowden, Cranfills Gap
Calvary Lutheran Church, Richland Hills

Central Lutheran Church, Dallas
Christ Lutheran Church, Dallas

Mr. John Erickson, Clifton
Faith Lutheran Church Women, Beeville

Mrs. Laverne Haschke, Dallas
Mrs. Joyce Heckmann, Waco

Mr. Douglas Kieta, Cranfills Gap
Pastor & Mrs. Paul Krupicka, Waco
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Lane, Clifton

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Women, 
Clifton

Mrs. Lorine L. Peters, Cedar Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Elton Ramthun, Gatesville

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Robertson, Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schuetze, Waco

St. John Lutheran Church – Coryell, 
Gatesville

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Waco
St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Cranfills Gap

St. Olaf WELCA, Cranfills Gap
St. Paul Lutheran Church WELCA, 

Baton Rouge LA
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Tart, Dallas
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Thies, Clifton

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
Appleton WI

Trinity Lutheran Church, Clifton
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pottsville
Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Watson, Meridian

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Webster, McGregor
Mrs. Elaine Welgehausen, Fort Worth

Zion Lutheran Church, McGregor
Zion United Church, Clifton
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General Gifts
All gifts help LSM in its work 

and mission. 

Honor Gifts
These gifts are given to honor 

and appreciate special people, 
events, celebrations and/or 
achievements. All gifts help 

provide care to those served 
by LSM.
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Lutheran Sunset Ministries is a not-for-
profit organization sponsoring programs 
of skilled nursing care, assisted living, 
retirement living, hospice services and 

companion services.
Sunset provides services to qualified indivi-
duals without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, disability, familal status, national ori-
gin or other protected statuses according 
to applicable federal and state law.
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