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Pot O’ Gold Record Year

@nce Lutheran Sunset Ministries’ inception in the mid-1950s, we have
enjoyed a strong support network of volunteers, including those from
among our residents, as well as from the broader community beyond the
Sunset campus. Volunteers often boast intergenerational ties to Sunset,
from parents to grandparents having been residents. Serving in many
capacities, the Sunset Volunteer Auxiliary makes a significant contribution
to the type and quality of services we are able to offer here. Simply put,
they are a welcome and crucial part of day-to-day life at Sunset. Their
mission is to improve the lives of those served by our programs.

Not only do we have amazing volunteers in our long-term and assisted
living communities, but we also have more than 40 volunteers dedicated to
our Pot O’ Gold Thrift Store. Through the sale of donated items, Pot O’
Gold has provided funding for numerous projects and pieces of equipment
for the residents of Sunset, significantly adding to their quality of life.
Pergolas and gardens lining the new nursing center that opened in 2009,
and new exercise equipment for the Wm Martin Rehabilitation Center are
just a couple of the improvements made possible over the years.

In 2015, the Pot O’ Gold raised a record-breaking $125,267! Be sure to
read the letter from our CEO/President Rodney Rueter on page two of this
newsletter for a long list of amazing things the Pot O’ Gold money has
purchased for Lutheran Sunset Ministries. Thank you to our Pot O’ Gold

volunteers. We truly appreciate your hard work and dedication. The new transportation bus purchased by Pot
O’ Gold funds in 2016.
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Message ﬁom the President

0

K%headline on this edition of Sunset News says “Pot O’ Gold Record
Year.” It was indeed a record year! Lutheran Sunset Ministries has a
dedicated group of volunteers who operate the Pot O’ Gold. Week in and
week out — except for a couple of weeks at Thanksgiving and Christmas —
they can be found every Thursday running the Pot O’ Gold Thrift Store
(POG). Most of you have no idea what it takes to keep the POG running o e B e
smoothly. Did you know that Tuesday is a workday and they bring in

items that have been dropped off and begin to sort them? That goes on all

day Thursday as well, not to mention the daily visits our POG coordinators make! Did you know the
clothing that does not make it into the POG for sale is sold by the pound to a distributor and finds its
way to all parts of the world where the need for clothing is great? Did you know that the POG provides
clothing and others items free of charge to families who have lost everything in a house fire? Did you
know that the POG provides clothing free of charge to our neediest residents? Did you know that since
2005, the volunteers have raised more than $1,000,000 (That’s right, I said one million dollars) through
the POG and Annual Quilt Auction to benefit Lutheran Sunset Ministries? Did you know these funds
have allowed Lutheran Sunset Ministries to purchase or has funded: wheelchair scales, five vans,
gardens, medical equipment, Christmas gifts for the residents, electric beds, mattresses, activities
supplies, phone system, vital signs monitor, residents TVs, resident phones, TV system, PA system, a
car, three pergola’s, resident gardening, sidewalks, TV system upgrade, nursing equipment, front
entrance remodel, Wandergard additions, med carts, recumbent bikes for therapy, a putting green,
Masterpiece Living, fitness classes and supplies in all programs, security cameras, exercise equipment,
computers, replacing a water-damaged driveway, and the list will continue to grow! Close your eyes
and imagine all of that not being here and you can see what a large void the Pot O’ Gold volunteers fill
with their hard work and dedication. To them, on behalf of the residents and staff, I say THANK YOU!
And for those of you who make the donations, including quilts, another big THANK YOU for
choosing to donate your items to Lutheran Sunset Ministries! None of this is possible without your

generosity! “vdney Cueter, CEO/president

@J anuary, Lutheran Sunset
Ministries received the Employer of

Excellence for Bosque County award
at the Workforce Solutions 18th
Annual Awards of Excellence
Banquet! This award recognizes
employers who have created or used
innovative approaches to create or
retain jobs and foster economic
development and community relations.

(Pictured: LSM Human Resources
Director Kyle Marlin and
President/CEO Rodney Rueter)
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Jackie Olsen Day!

“ackie Olsen and her sisters have been
going to the Cliftex Movie Theatre in
Clifton nearly every week for decades;
however, everything changed when
doctors diagnosed Jackie with cancer.
Now a patient of Hospice Sunset, she
hadn’t been able to join her sisters for
movie night in a while. In order to reunite
her and her sisters, Hospice Sunset and
the owners of Cliftex Movie Theatre
joined forces to set up a private showing
for Jackie and her family. Complete with a
comfortable recliner in the aisle to provide
Jackie a comfortable place to sit, along
with dozens of family members, she was
able to enjoy a fun afternoon at the
movies. It was truly a heart-warming
event and we would like to thank Cliftex
as well as our Hospice Sunset staff for
making this dream a reality.

(dz&er noticing that his room was filled with aviation

memorabilia and model airplanes, Lutheran Sunset Ministries’
Heckmann Assisted Living Manager Timmy Kleine asked
resident Clint Gamble if he’d like to visit the Clifton airport

Wish Granted

one day, to which he replied, “I’d love to!” Through conversation, Mr. Kleine also discovered Mr.
Gamble was once a private pilot and built helicopters for the army. In April, Mr. Kleine contacted Tim
Talley, owner of Clifton Aero, and organized a plane flight for Mr. Gamble and his daughter, Diane
Legott. It was a truly memorable experience that everyone involved will treasure. A big thank you to
Tim Talley and Clifton Aero for helping make our resident’s dreams a reality. It’s kind-hearted people
and business owners who make Clifton such a great place to live!
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