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1t’s Never 2 Late

%ou may have noticed a new technology being
implemented in the Sunset Home in the last few weeks. It’s

Never 2 Late (iN2L) is a computer system that empowers
residents to connect, engage and enjoy life. iN2L integrates
the hardware, software, media and various components
necessary to allow Vlrtually any person with any interest in
using a computer — regardless of background, physical or
intellectual abilities — to do so pleasurably, engagingly, and
without frustration. The system is built on a plcture -based,
touch-screen interface that allows users to simply “touch”
their way to find engaging, educational, spiritual and
personalized content that is appropriate to their own level of
ability. From using e-mail and web cams to connect with
family and friends, to enjoying mind-stimulating activities,
to improving hand-eye coordination as part of a
rehabilitation program, elders with a wide range of physical
and cognitive abilities, most of whom have never used a It’ S N ever
computer, are now enjoying technology using systems

adapted especially for them. There is a possibilty this 2 Late
technology will spread across the LSM campus, allowing all et Thicounls Toalscal
of our residents to participate. Check it out at www.in2l.com. e 2oUdk Lewotoqd
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Message ﬁom the President

hope all of you have been enjoying this cool, wet weather with which we
have been blessed! I have not found anyone yet who can remember such a cool
month of August, and now we have a very nice September as well!

This addition of Sunset News is packed with pictures, articles, and notices of
upcoming events, all of which make Lutheran Sunset Ministries a special place
to call home! One of my ongoing challenges to our managers is, “What would
you like to be able to do if you lived in any of our residential programs here at Lutheran Sunset Ministries?”
The old school of thought is that we provide things to keep residents busy with various activities throughout the
day. But does keeping residents occupied enhance their life? There is nothing inherently wrong with keeping
people busy during the day; however, do we ask them what they would like to do or do we just assume we know
what they want? Do we know what their individual interests are and do we help them pursue those interests?
There is a new phrase we are beginning to use - Purposeful Living. What can LSM, as a ministry, do to add
purpose to our residents’ lives? And how are we doing at adding that purpose?

Several years ago I attended a conference where one of the speakers challenged us as providers of services by
saying “The only thing that should change when someone moves into your ministry is their address,” the idea
being that their daily routine would be the same here as it was at their home. That is a very tall order but it is
something we should strive to achieve. Every one of us needs a purpose in our life or we begin to question our
value. Masterpiece Living, with whom we partner, helps guide us to enrich our residents’ social, intellectual,
physical and spiritual aspects of life. Our activities calendar is color-coded to highlight the area of focus that
each activity meets. At this time, purposeful living for our residents includes gardening, selling plants, selling
shelled pecans and using the proceeds to buy flower arrangements for the Chapel and sponsor Angel Tree
families at Christmas, getting together a game of dominos with no help from our staff, art classes, exercise
classes and the list will get longer over time. With the new It’s Never 2 Late equipment (article on front page),
more avenues for purposeful living are being opened. Do we enable residents to do everything that I would want
to be able to do if I lived here? Not yet. We are closer every day and we will continue to work on it!

Rodney Rueter

“vdney Cueter, CEO/president
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(gur very own Sunset Auxiliary Volunteer,
Marilyn Whitworth, received the honor of
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR at the
Heart of Texas RSVP banquet in June!
LSM volunteer John Mounce was a runner
up for this award as well! Thank you so
much for your hard work and dedication to
LSM, Marilyn and John! We appreciate
you!! And as a bonus, we got to meet
country singer Holly Tucker! Join us in
congratulating Marilyn Whitworth!
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(9 n Saturday, June 18, Lutheran
Sunset Ministries (LSM) hosted its
Second Annual Community Pet Show
at the Sunset Home, the long-term care
program of the ministry. Dogs, birds
and even a bearded dragon gathered to
show off their best qualities for Sunset
Home Residents and visiting
community members. Other pets
included a turtle, sugar gliders, goats,
chickens, a dove and a rabbit.

Best Bark, Best Trick and Best Jump
were among some of the fun categories
for dogs to show off their talents, while
other canines chose to show off their
looks in the Best Costume, Fluffiest
and Longest Tail categories, to name a
few. Some of the more unique pets
competed for Most Unique, Most
Talented, Friendliest and Owner/Pet
Look-a-Like.

This was a fun opportunity for the
community and our staff members to
show off their furry, feathered and
scaly friends to some of the best judges
in town ... our residents! Ribbons and
trophies were awarded to the winner of
each category and photos will be posted
on our Facebook page and website
(www.lutheransunset.org).

Thank you to everyone who
participated and congratulations to all
of our winners! We plan to have the
third annual event in June 2017.

Second Place Award at Artsinspire il
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LeadingAge Texas, an organization that provides
leadership, advocacy and education for not-for-profit
retirement housing and nursing home communities,
hosted ArtsInspire™ at their 2016 Annual Meeting and |
Trade Show in May. ArtsIinspire is a contest that
showcases the artistic talents of older Texans from
retirement communities across the state. This year, Patsy
Bearden, a resident of LSM’s Sunset Home, placed
second with her painting, “Evening at the Lake.”
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