Fowler, one of two
labradoodles that hang
out at the Sunset Home
durin I the week, loves to
mingle with the residents!
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@;s nursing homes participating in Medicare
and Medicaid, such as Sunset Home, a program of Z ero D Qﬁc iency Su-rv ey

Lutheran Sunset Ministries, are Vequired loy federa[ law

to undergo an annual survey and eert’gﬁeaﬁon process

by the Texas Department of Aging and Disabﬂity
Services (DADS). These inspections (swveys) genera”y last three to fow days and are unannounced. Surveyors examine

everything and every department, with a ﬁne tooth comb. The survey assesses whether the quali’cy of care, as intended by the
law and Vegu[aﬁons and as needed by the resident, is being pvovided in the nursing home.
Sunset Home and Heckmann Asssisted Living are ]m'oud to announce ’chey received zero deﬁciencies
dwing their most recent surveys. The current statistics available show the average nursing
home in Texas received an average of nine deﬁeieneies in 2014, with on[y 10.1% -13.5% receiving /E\\
zero deﬁeieneies. With these stats in mind, Sunset Home and Heckmann Assisted Living

are honored to be among the top percen’ci(e in Texas. For more informaﬁon on DADS,
p(ease visit www.dads.state.tx.us.
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Message ﬁfom the President

Our lead story in this edition of Sunset News is about the excellent annual state
surveys we had in Sunset Home and Heckmann Assisted Living. Both programs had
zevo deficiencies in their health surveys and also in their life safety surveys, which is
a first for Sunset Home. Both teams will continue to work to improve what they
already do.

The 86th Session of the Texas Legislature just concluded and for the third
session in a row they did not increase the base Medicaid rate. Since 2011 we have only
received a net 3% increase in the base rate. Our next opportunity for an increase

will be in 2021. The lack of increase over time now creates a shortfall of $360,000 annually for Sunset Home. 1t is
becoming increasingly difficult to maintain staffing, etc. when faced with this shortfall that only gets worse every
year.

1 have mentioned in the past the construction we were trying to begin. Finally, in February, we began and
completed construction on a water retention pond to mitigate water running off our property in a heavy rain.
Since we are adding additional buildings to our property, which in turn will add more runoff from our property,
we felt this retention pond was necessary. We want to be good community partners for our downstream
neighbors.

We have now begum construction on the new rehab space that is being added to the Norse wing, to the Vight
of our main entrance. The rainy weather has slowed construction but now the slab has been poured and framing
begins this week! Weather will be less of a factor moving forward. Completion of the project should be around the
end of 2019.

Rodney Rueter |

As we look to the future, construction of more independent living apartments : ﬁ'}‘y > ’
is in the works. So far we have had preliminary drawings created and have met with M ’ I
current and prospective residents about various amenities for the apartments. Stay &

tuned as this project develops.

As always, thank you for your prayers
and financial support!

“vdney Cueter, CEO/president

Rehab Addition Water Retention Pond
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@ue to an aging and dwind[ing

congregation, Faith Lutheran in Meridian
voted to suspend services. As a ﬁna[ act of
stewardship, the church donated money to
Lutheran Sunset Ministries’ Rehabilitation
program and Hospice Sunset in February. We
thank them for their generous and
meaningful donation!
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Volunteer Banquet

@j?n Apvi[, Lutheran Sunset Ministries hosted its annual
Volunteer Banquet. There was music, dancing, delicious food,
prizes, and great company. Thank you to all of our volunteers for
donating their time and love to our residents. And thank you to
award-winning Brian Barrett for his amazing musical
performance! 1t was a great night! For information on becoming a
volunteer, please call 254-675-6785 or visit
www.lutheransunset.org.

o@ utheran Sunset Ministries (LSM) and
Bosque Arts Center (BAC) recently hosted the
5th Annual LSM Resident Art Show in
March. Through a partnership with Bosque
Arts Center the resident art was displayed for
the public at the BAC. In addition, an artist
reception was held for families, friends,
guests and interested parties. This reception
was free to the public and provides a nice way
to celebrate the fact that art is ageless. A
People’s Choice was given along with
participation ribbon for all participants.
Congratulations to all our participants and
our Peoples’ Choice winner,

Beulah McCartney!!
Encouraging older adults to take up the arts
and express themselves is a natural fit for
Lutheran Sunset Ministries focus on
individual well-being. Studies show that
seniors active in the arts report better health,
have more positive attitudes and are more
active. Join us as we celebrate the artistic
talents of our residents and encourage
successful aging.
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