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“COVID Can't Keep Us Apart” Parade

t was an amazing morning on April 29, 2020 at Lutheran Sunset Ministries!
Thank you SO much to the famity members, community members and local
businesses who participated in our “COVID Can’t Keep Up Apart” parade! Thank
you to all LSM staﬁr who made this nappen in a weeks time! We are tmty blessed to
have support, love and encouragement ﬁfom our community.

“The greatness of a community (s most accurate ty
measured toy the compassionate actions of its members.”

-Coretta Scott King
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Message ﬁfom the President

&' V ho knew when the year 2020 began we would be faced with the worst
pandemic in 100 years? Yet here we are. Not only is it the worst pandemic in 100
years, it’s one that is especially deadly to people over the age of 65 and people with
compromised health. Virtually all Sunset Home residents are in those categories, as
well as many of our Heckmann Assisted Living and Rainbow Retirement Community e |
residents. Needless to say, there is nothing normal about what is going on now within Rodney Rueter  \&

the walls of our ministry.

Once we began getting directives from Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), Health and Human
Services (HHSC) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) our days became very hectic as we
scrambled to create policies and attempted to put the directives in place. What do we do to screen employees,
residents and visitors? What is appropriate? What is not? What are best practices and what ave not? How do we
screen employees and visitors daily to keep COVID-19 at bay? What questions should we ask?

As we were trying to put a screening tool and a travel policy in place, the guidance from the CDC was changing
daily. We had three iterations of a travel policy in one week, and were trying to get it finalized as the guidelines
continually changed.

March 10, we put in place a screening tool for visitors and staff that did not include taking temperatures. A week
later, on March 17, we began taking temperatures of all staff and were required to ban all visitors, except for hospice
care and end-of-life visits by a limited number of family members in Sunset Home and Heckmann Assisted Living.
We closed the common areas of Rainbow Retirement Community to all visitors. Those areas were also closed to
group activities. We also closed the Pot O’ Gold Thrift Store to protect our volunteers.

After two or three weeks, we began getting somewhat comfortable with a “new normal,” not knowing that three
months later we would still be living and working and adjusting to this new normal as the days go by. We had no
idea our residents would still not be able to get close and hug their loved ones, but we are trying to come up with
new ideas and adjust to make life more normal. We now have outside visiting times that we can schedule for Sunset
Home residents and families. We have socially distanced hallway Bingo and other activities we can broadcast over
our Chapel channel. As of now, there really is no end in sight for this new normal. However, we can celebrate in the

fact that we have had zero COVID-19 cases and have kept everyone safe from this virus.

Please pray for us as we strive to make life as livable and safe as possible for everyone. If you are a family member,

please be patient as we navigate these uncharted waters. Podney Bueter, CEO/president

A BIG thank you to everyone who participated in
and supported the 6th Annual LSM Resident Art
Show! Congratulaﬁons Beulah McCartney for

recieving the Peop les’ Choice Award!

Through a partners hip with Bosque Arts Center

(BAC), who provides art classes by instructor Karen

Wise in the various LSM programs, the resident art
is displayed for the pu’olic at the BAC each year

during the month of March.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH
SCHOOL SENIOR EMPLOYEES,

Kierra Petra Destiny
Chavez Elliot
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Madisbn Dakota Sutton Tierney
Burk Cassidy Finney Mclennan

AND OUR SUNSET HOME RESIDENT
SCHOLARSHIP FUND RECIPIENTS!

Sutton |
www.LutheranSunset.org = 254-675-8637 Burk Finney

Leader S,"llp Institute J[n February, Dave Anfenson, LSM Campus Pastor, completed
— the 2019-2020 LeadingAge Texas Leadership Institute. The

Institute is a yearlong program designed for emerging leaders in
aging services. Institute Fellows actively explore best practices of
leadlers, analyze their own leadership, discuss learning and
problem-solving styles, and generate a foundation of knowledge
that they can draw from throughout their careers. Last year, the
program was completed by Andrea Hampe, LSM Marketing
Director and Independent Living Manager.
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